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Progress toward reducti~n of hazards at Y-I2 Mational Security Complex Bui~din~ 9206 has 
been a concern of the Board and shared by BWXT Y-12, and the ~ ~ t i o n a l  Nuclear ~ e ~ r i ~  
~dm~nistration Y-I 2 Site Office {~MSA-YSO~. Through a team effort, s~bstantia~ progress has 
been made recentty toward resolving this wncern. The purpose of this letter is to update you on 
this progress and highl~g~t some future activities that are scheduled. 

The extraction systems at ~ u ~ ~ d i n g  9206 have contained uran~um-contamina~ed soiutions in out- 
of-service process e~u~prnent since 1994. The potentiai for leaks could ~eediess~y expose 
~ o ~ e ~  to conta~jnated solutions and substantial cleanup would be required should one of the 
tanks be breached. On June 23,2003, a major milestone was reached when the fint major 
drain, the secondary extraction columns, was c o ~ p l e t ~ .  On October 31,2003, we ~ ~ ~ ~ e t e ~  
the ~ n ~ t i a ~  removal of material from the Primary Extraction system, ~ o ~ ~ l e t ~ o n  of these a ~ ~ v i ~ ~ s  
r e ~ ~ y e s  the Iargest ura~ium solution inyentory in process e~uipment and paves the ~ a y  for 
future drains. By re~oving a si~n~ficant source term, it also addresses a prey~ous d ~ s c o v ~ ~  
~ ~ ~ i t i o f l  related to a potential fire at ~uilding 9206. 

~ h ~ ~ e  this reduction of hazard is an extrerneiy positive deve4opment, e~ual~y s ~ ~ n ~ ~ ~ n t  is the 
rnateriai d~s~os i t i ~n  activities that d ~ v e ~ j ~ e d  with the d e ~ ~ t i y a ~ o n  activities. Close coord~~ation 
b e ~ e e n  the ~ui ld~ng 9206 ~eactjvat~on Project, the Nuclear ~ a t e ~ a l  Stewa 
~ i g h ~ y  Enriched U r ~ n j u ~  ~ i s ~ o s ~ t i o n  Program Office, and NNSA-YSO staff, 
possible to dis~os~tion more than 80 safe bottles of solution. ~o~~~ 
~ ~ s p o s i ~ o n  project made adequate storage space a 
spaces were needed for drained soluti~n~ In fact, the safe bottles c o n ~ ~ n i ~ ~  waste ~ o ~ ~ t i o n  
were cleaned and reused for drained solution saving material cost and red~c~ng waste 
g~n~ratjon. 

~~X~ Y-12 and ~ N ~ A - Y S ~  are c o m ~ ~ ~ e d  to con ti nu in^ the m~rnentum toward near term 
hazard redu~tiofl and finai d e a ~ i v ~ t i ~ n  of ~ u i l d ~ n ~  9206. Mow that the extraction c o l u ~ ~ s  Rave 
been d~ajned~ work will ~ n t ~ n u ~  into fiscal year 2004 to campfete the deacti 
 ma^ and secondary ~ ~ ~ r a c t i o n  systems. Eady in this fiscai year, we will be ~ e ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~  a 
s i ~ n i ~ ~ n t  q u a n ~ ~  of clean nitric acid fmm ~ u j ~ d i n ~  9206 and shipping the material to the 
Sa~annah River Site for reuse. Fiscal year 2004 ~ n d j n ~  also includes cleanout and 
deact~va~on of the Skull Caiciner System. This cleanout will resolve the filter house issues 
d~sc~ssed in the weekly Site Representati~e repart dated Januarg, 25,2002. 
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In ~ u ~ m a ~ ,  we are e n e ~ u r a g ~ ~  that BWXT is ~ a k i n g  strong progress t o ~ ~ r ~  the ~ ~ a c t i ~ a t ~ o n  
of ~ u i l d ~ ~ g  9206 through the co~p~etion of these risk reduction activities, and it is our intent to 
e ~ ~ t ~ n u e  the emphasis in this area. If you have any questions r e ~ a r ~ i n ~  our pro$~ress or o 
retated issues, please do not hesitate to cail me at ~ 8 ~ 5 ~  576-0752. 
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